Tuesday, August 31, 2004
Romans 8:1 – 39

Chapter 8 begins with the wonderful truth that in Christ we have no condemnation to fear. We belong to God. 

In these verses Paul uses two realities of man to refer to his Godly and sinful parts. “Flesh” to Paul indicates that part of us that is weak toward sin. “Spirit” is that part of man that denies sin and pursues God. Our flesh succumbs to our passions, lusts, or base desires. That is where Satan attacks us. Who can think of a temptation to sin that did not involve our own comfort, lust, greed, or selfish desire? These are what Paul says our flesh cannot resist.   Because we, in our humanness or fleshliness could not achieve salvation, God sent His own Son to live the perfect life in the flesh that we could not; to die a perfect Man for the sins of our imperfect selves. Unlike us, Jesus never succumbed to any temptation of the flesh. For us to walk (live) by the flesh is wrong; for the unsaved, it is the path to death. For us to walk by the Spirit is only possible by the grace of God. 


The Holy Spirit who lives within us enables our spirits to seek God and His will (verse 16). Martin Luther said that the Holy Spirit “calls, gathers, sanctifies, and enlightens.” It is by the Holy Spirit’s mercy and grace that He comforts, protects, and guides us each day, making us more like Jesus in every way (verse 14). Our spirit rejoices as we walk daily by the Spirit. 

Beginning in verses 16-18 Paul speaks of the reality that we will all one day see. All of creation groans under the weight of sin, but one day all of creation (not just human beings) will be restored to its former glory. The last phrase of verse 25 is best translated “with perseverance we wait eagerly for it.” (NASB)


Beginning in verse 29 Paul speaks of our being “predestined”. Perhaps the key word in relation to “predestined” is “foreknew” found in the beginning of that verse. Predestined can imply a removal of free will, and God has not done that. Rather He knows us from our mother’s womb and knows our decisions before we make them just because He knows us that well. He is not bound by time, so He knows our actions before we can experience them ourselves. Rather than predestine who will be saved, God has predestined what He will do for the saved. God has predestined that those who are saved will receive certain gifts made possible by His enabling love. He has expanded the parameters in the lives of the saved; what is possible in those lives that could never be without the working of His mercy.

Because God has chosen to give His children His attention and love we are able to “overwhelmingly conquer” (verse 37) (NASB) those trials that seem to pervade our lives. Nothing that Satan devises can pull us from the loving arms of our God. 
